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SUBJ: LAO OFFICIAL'S REPORTED COMMENT ON ICC 

1. DURING A CONVERSATION WITH AN EMBASSY OFFICER 
OCTOBER 8, THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFEAIRS DESK OFEICER 
FOR LAOS SAID LAOTIAN DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER PHOUN SIPRASEUTH 
TOLD HIM DURING A BRIBE STOPOVER IN DELHI OCTOBER 7 THAT 

HIS GOVERNMENT VERY MUCH WISHED THE ICC TO CONTINUE AT 
LEAST UNTIL THE APRIL GENERAL ELECTIONS. THE LAOTIAN 
OFEICIAL REPORTEDLY EXPLAINED THAT AFTER THE ELECTIONS HIS 
GOVERNMENT WOULD THEN CONSULT WITH INDIA AS THE ICC 
ADMINISTERING POWER ABOUT THE COMMISSION'S CONTINUANCE. 

THE INDIAN SOURCE SAID HE ASKED PHOUN SIPRASEUTH DIRECTLY 
BECAUSE THE LAOTIAN GOVERNMENT HAD NOT MADE PARTICULARLY 
CLEAR ITS POSITION ON THE QUESTION OE THE ICC. 

2. COMMENT. WHILE THE CONVERSATION MAY HAVE TAKEN PLACE 
AS REPORTED, IT IS ALSO TRUE THE LAOS DESK AT THE MINISTRY 
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS HAS GENERALLY INDICATED A PREFERENCE 

FOR THE CONTINUANCE OF THE ICC UNTIL THE ELECTIONS. END COMMENT. 
SCHNEIDER 
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